
HEALTH & SAFETY AT THE MORTIMER’S FOREST SITE 

 

1. The safety of the children is of the greatest importance and SCC goes to great 

lengths and much expense to ensure this. 

2. All the trees in the areas that children will access will have undergone a full 

inspection by the County’s head tree officer John Blessington.  Unsafe trees have 

been felled and most of the others have had some safety work done, such as dead 

branches removed.  The trees are numbered and records kept for resurveying 

regularly. 

3. The boundary of wire fencing is complete and secure.  The gates will be fastened 

before, during and after sessions.  There will also be a sign displayed on the gates to 

show that the children are on site. 

4. There is a primary Emergency Plan, Site Risk Assessment and Lost Child Policy in 

place which will be reviewed every year.  We also carry out a start of day risk 

assessment to check anything that might have become unsafe since the last session 

and any hazard particular to that day: the weather, boundary disturbance, harmful 

substances (fungi, litter, dog faeces), pools of water, tree damage (due to weather 

(gales) resulting in lean or breakage such as branches hanging). 

5. There is not public right of way in the wood and your child should not come into 

contact with an unknown stranger.  For this reason we ask that you do not attempt 

to access the wood with your child other than for a visit arranged by the County, no 

matter how enthusiastic they are about showing you what they have done here.  Do 

use the rest of the woodland locally that are open to the public and your child will be 

able to find similar things to show you there. 

6. Children should wear closed footwear, not sandals or flip flops.  Other than in long 

dry spells they are best in wellies, with thick warm socks when it is cold.  

Waterproof over trousers and top, one piece preferably, with a hood or hat is really 

good for wet days.  They need to be allowed to get dirty and muddy. 

7. They are likely to be stung by nettles, scratched by brambles and trip or fall over 

from time to time.  They are given freedom to explore and take risks which are 

monitored by the FS leader.  They will be shown how to carry sticks safely, to 

recognise and respect boundaries and what to do if they think they are lost.  They 

are introduced to using equipment, tools and to toasting marshmallows around a real 

camp fire.  This is built up over the sessions to be within the capacity of the child to 

be confident and safe in these situations. 

8. If you wish to cover any financial implications of your child having an accident here 

(ie not the FS leaders fault) then you must take out insurance, just as it is within 

the setting.  If the FS leader or school staff have been negligent then you will have 

a claim against the County just as it is at the setting.   

9. If something should occur to your child that makes it advisable for them to be taken 

home from the wood before the session is completed, we must have two reliable 

contacts who could do this.  Their contact phone numbers must be likely to be 

answered and they must know where to come to find the wood. 


